
    Today     Eighteenth Century

Who is in this picture?

What are they doing?

Are they holding anything?

Where are they? Are they 
outside or inside?

What is their expression 
(e.g., happy, sad, serious)?

What are their clothes like? 
Are they fancy or casual?

What do you think the 
person is thinking about?

Is this a formal or 
a casual picture?

Portraits Today and Yesterday
YOU WILL NEED: Family photos/portraits; handouts or 
projected images of works of art from the Rembrandt, 
Van Dyck, Gainsborough: The Treasures of Kenwood 
House, London exhibition

Use this worksheet to analyze your family photos and 
to compare them to those of the eighteenth century. 
Briefly answer each question, and be sure to explain 
your answers—for example, if you think the portrait is 
casual, what do you see that makes you say that?
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